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that the opinions of those they married were not too much shocking with their own ; and especially that when men had religious wives, or women had religious husbands, they did not study, as much as lay in them, on both sides, to bring their opinions to agree with one another, bearing with one another, yielding as much as possible to one another, and the like ; that, as the Scripture said, their prayers might not be hindered.
Sist. Well, and was this the discourse that she did not like ?
Eld. Sist. I am sure her mother and I liked it; but she behaved herself so simply about it the next day, that gave him a surfeit of her religion, and he declined her afterwards upon that very account: for as he told me since very seriously, she discovered such a temper at that time, such a general dislike of a religious life, and of a regular family, that made him particularly afraid of her.
Sist. Ay, ay, he should have gone, if he was so nice; I should have liked his discourse no better than she did.
Eld. Sist. How can you say so, sister, when you cannot but remember how you did like it when you heard of it?
Sist. I should have thought it was too public though, and that it was a kind of forcing me to a necessity of giving an account of my opinions^ whether I would or no.
Eld. Sist. Well, what you would have done I know not; but I think no woman in her senses could have disliked such principles as he went upon; it plainly showed her that he was a man that placed the principal felicity of his life upon having a religious wife, a religious conversation in his family^ and a religious government of it as it increased.